100            CZECHS   AGAINST   GERMANS

living abroad who were anxious about them. The rush
was so great that, during the evening, the trunk lines were
booked for many hours in advance, and, although I
had, on many occasions, booked priority calls to London,
I had to wait for hours on end. Among those waiting,
were a large number of spies who chatted amiably with
the crowd, many of whom were about to emigrate and
were awaiting a visa or a permit. If any one spoke sus-
piciously or received any disapproving message, he was
arrested immediately he left the telephone kiosk. Every
one who made a telephone call had, under a new decree,
to give his name. Most connections were made at the
exchange by  Gestapo  officials,  and  Czech  operators
made no secret of this. When, some days later, the Gestapo
also began to tap local calls, and had to introduce special
apparatus for this purpose, the news spread throughout
Prague within a few hours, and private telephone calls
were now made more cautiously than official calls. No
further telephone messages were given, not even from
public call-boxes, as these were too closely watched and
tapped. During the first few weeks, it was impossible to
obtain any connection with Slovakia or the Carpathian
Ukraine, since not only had subscribers there been badly
intimidated and made suspicious but the invaders were
also thoroughly disliked.

The fact that a man had friends or relations abroad
was a sufficient reason, in the eyes of the Gestapo, to
justify an examination, which rarely lasted for less than
nine or ten hours. The relatives of a man undergoing
examination were never informed as to his whereabouts.